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Washington, D.C. , October 



Dear I-ir. Secretary: ,- v '-V';^:.. 

I was asked to send to you, for your informationy^' 

a copy of a Message addressed on October 25 by the\?.3iv^ 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR' ^'f^M-h 

.. . -■£%$%& 

ii... ..-..'irushchev to President Kennedy. The Kessage wasgrf^v 
delivered to the United States Embassy in Mc ••■'*■>----■- 


Uctober 26. 


Sincerely yours, l-'^'ci* 

J. &&?**. ;.^. 

Anatoly F. Dobrynin *^ 


Message to President Kennedy 
dated October 25, 1V62. 




The Honorable 
uean husk 
Ihe Secretary oi' L-tate 
Washington, U.C. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE A/CDC/MR 


'fe^Ej^jt^aafe^gjfeg 


BD.5Qor XDSGEIT. .MlL—^-^ 

ts;auth. i,iiJs^?SJWJ?I}v 


-±i^ 




^dss^Sfc- 


F'75'j: : inTi525 


. :J.:L!-!::.::.!r!!«lSSffl 7% 

iK3,^:cie!.ibiii r-H ilp931»neHT, . • .-A '"■ > > : .'.-f.V-' 

IIojiyuKji Bauie niiCBMO ot 25 OKTHCpn. Ms Bamero miCLMa''® 
lOU.yr.cPbOBcui, h?o y Bac ecTL neKOTopoe noHittaroie cjioxtHBmeiick 
c;-:tv-' ;, l'.!-k h cosHaK-i:e oTBeTCTBeHHoCTH. 3to h uamo. '*•'< *"^:"^- 

Ui^ac: kh vise nyojiMMHO o6MeHfiflHCL cbohmh oueKKSj.,iM^.co6irrK. 
BOKTiyr KyCJa i-i Kas^KB H3 nac k3jioschji CEoe o6"acHSHHe ■H;CBpeVnc- 

H-/:r'5.HIie 3TIiX COStTKii. Il03T0My H CMHT8JI 5b! , *fTO, EHKH^A'llDOHO 

"•.■-•t:.'*>**V 

asmre ooi!9ha UHerawMK na tskom pacciTOJiKHH, nycTL ?,aae : V"BKVe •■ 
kt.'l:tl!x nr.cer.5, Bp>m jih mto-jimSo flOoaBHT k tomv, ^to OfiKa'cTppc- 
hc, y^e CKLicajPflpyrow. ■ , ■.. ij.ey.^i'v^ 

;i.y:ja», Bh npassyiLHo nokneTe MeHH, eww Bk fleKCTBHTeJaiSo 
?:i6cT7:TecB o Gjiare MKpa. top Hy»:en scew: k KanKTajuicTaM^lecjiK 
ohm ne noTepuiH paccyjtfta, k TeM fiojiee Ko^iyHKCTaM,.-jiH)fiJ^JoT. 
n:e yueror ughktl ks tojtlko cboio coCiCTBenHyw kkshl, Ho ? 6oSuie 

UCSPO - HMSHB HEipOAOB. tils!, KOMMyHKCTH, BOOOllje ITOOTKB ' BGHKKxS' 

BOi.n ne^y rocyaapcr Bairn h OTCTai-i&aeM se;io wupa c Texinop^Ke: 

-•■'• -.='.-?' ^'=s 
!io;iL".i;;!ici> na cseT. Mh Bcer^a paccMSLTpHBajiH Bofcy KaK'6eflCTBiie 
„ ,,,. " ^&#s# 

a hc kj.k nrpy h ne ks.k cpej:cTEo rjir flocTi-reeHsm onpefiejie'HHHjft 

i.".^j:e« u Tftt: uojies - _He k&k ca;,;oLie;iB . Kama usjih hchej, 'a [cp8#CT 

no nx ■lOCTws'eHHH - Tpyfl. Boiina ABJiHeTCH Harniiw Bparoi// k : 6efir-: : . 

cvk:j:.; iyi<; bcsx K&pop.oa." ' . ".-'V-*-' 

'iUK nOKK!S.eM B011PCCH BOHHb! H Mlipa Mil, C0BeTCKH6 JB0/Tlf'£a 

isi-ftCTc; c ii£itiK n npyrae Hapoflti. 3to r bo bchkom cjiyqae .TBepflb 

IPO llr-ep.oCXCv'.in'CV.LCTPy '- ' ;•'.-£. 

; 'S£iP' Soei;!;is,!HlKto0B .- UifCUISSfflED -'lit 


'--':- "' v 'SSSS r®^i^£t^^5^^^^@^^S 


FT5';0!<M52G ].: t. K. L \A \> V.- fajfaffi " ^$ 

'.;ory ettasaTB 3a liapojiK counajiHCTin-iecKim. CTpaH h TawKe.'aavBcex 

npori-OCCKEHMX jnojieii, KOTopae xotht MHpa, c^s.ctbk.h ^p^$H ;; Me:-:cf 
Haroi'aun . " ""v;^* 

H Bi-^y , r-H ripe3K,TieHT., hto Eh Toxe jre JMueiui qyECTBa^&ec- 
ncK.oi-'.CTBa sa cyj<B6bi Miipa, noHiuvianviH h . nraBOBHoft oi;eHKif xapapc- 
?e-fa coiipeweHKoii bokhh H.Toro, hto BoiiKa HeceT^c.cqeofi^TjJlBe 
Ko:-.na ,''?ct? By yrpo:?aeTQ Haw bomhoh., Ho Bh see 3HaeT§., MTo'cai/.c 

MCHBiL'OO, MTO Bfcl nOJiy^MTe B CTBeT, - 3T0. to, MTp,.nom^j^Ka]Vf^ 

iicnwaore Te :-;<e nocjie^CTB»«. ii sto z-oje;ho Chtb hcho ^£?.jjfij^p • 

OUJI'.'ueHHl-M EJiaCTBH), flOBepiieM II OTBeTCTEeHHOCTBK). Mbl Iiej;OJKHL! 

no.n.naLcrrBCfl yrapy h mgjikiim crpacTHM, K93?.bhcmmo .ot .Torpor 


CTO'i'P JUI B TOli MJIH KHOil CTpaH6 BfclGoptl OH H6 npC^CT.O^.JpTJ^J, 

Bc»"i 1.0: ".1 rn:e>LOi-^iiiie , a eoni-i y>:-. Boinia msms^TM, .to ,He tr B;'.K2ffiei 

i '"'' 1 -/v^% ' 

HjircTi: u',7st ee sa^.epmTB, .ocTaKOBWTB, koo TaKOBa Jioriffia'-BOj-iH! 

,-i .• ^-.vC/LDLaji e 7,evx Boiiiiax ii 3naio, ^to BoiiHa KOH^aercH^^ia, 

i:or;a o::a npoKaTiiTCH no ropoflau h cejiaM, cgji noBCiofly,..c^ra?i>J^! 

* " /*>; ^a&'-S ' 

'X ".TV.'Il'fHi'C-' ^■■*~&V?-iT 

L ■: ■' : .'K^6e/rcajB> 

j-i si'.:-,eppjo Bac ot hmghh CoEeTCKoro npaEOTejiBCTEa,/,'coB^CKc. 


ro 


mto Baum joEOflK oTHocKTejiLiio HacTynaTejiBHorp'"^^. 
r.a K.'oc- no KueicT ncn cooov, HunaKOii noqBK. ife Toro. qTo'BbfMHe 
nnccv.;:, hiitsic, mto y Hac msnoe nowisaiKne na stot cqeT', ', Berrae* 
hi- nc-payHO".y oueni'-BaeM to mm jipyrr.e EOOHiibie cpepcTEa^Ja-^ 
;•: ■■eii'jTHiiTe.iLiiocTM, oflKH h Te .se bvijih owr-inn woryT MMeT^mgH 1 ' 

: -.WW--- 

' '": :& 


TOJiicoi'.aHiie . 


_^^ ^:; ! j , r . .i;;wv_y ; r .c>^ 


.-•/:**.-• 

ss? 


:. : :!. : .. :.. :-:»?3l»uIci5l!fni " 

Li'. - u:-jJi03i3K BoeKHbiii m, HaneiccB, noiiweTe MeKH. BosB^ew K 

, ■ ;-.-•■ ■.-■■■..- ■■■■ ?v>\"-:m Me,-: 

no:i:.wpy nrccTyio nyuiKy. ftanoe 3TO cpeacrio: KacTynaTejiBHpe.iiJEi 

puopoKi:T3Ji£Hoe? Ilyunca - cpeRCTEo oSopoHKTejiBHoe, ecjiK OHa-1107, 

CT.'.-'.iuicHi. /ijiH sauu:TK rpciKiu;' kjik yKp9iui3HHoro paiiOKa. .Ho .$cjiH,..ap- 

• " ,.!.m ■•.•• •."!: (/•:■-.-! 'i-:/:* xai:at 

•"KJijierE'iD CKOHnsKTp'/iToiaTB, pa rroiiAaTB en n.yaiHoe KOJiwqecTBO^^v 

- :■ f: .••.■.l i Oli.'"HTO-E 

BoiiC.K, to to :.;ig nyiuku CTanyT y>:;e cpefiCTBOu'HacrynaTejiLHKM^iipTf 

•=•.••' •*■; /"".to ^ca:: 
;:;•; s'.'o uiiii no^roTOBJUHPr :; 'po.c^m-aiCT "nyTB nexo?e tuia Hacrynjieim. 

...■•:.;■:. ■...■!•:•. ;i. .vM^Ve'HaMV- 

i'aK-.:o :i :■;:•/ MaoTo;i :i c paKSTHO-.fmepiit'M opy*KeM, c jnofeiMK ^BHflaMH 

: ■■ .. !•.:,. - .ncaj^jjsajf. 
st arc ofv./v.aui . ^^.^vfr^ 

,.,..;.T, 1 ^ , j r ^; T 

Li: oiuiiuaurecB , ecjiii c^KTaeiTe, u?o Kawie-To HaniM 'cpe^gEi* 
;:•'. r-yuo /iL-iinOTCH HacrynaTe.iBiiK-.iK . OflHaKO /.asai-lTe . ceiiMffd, Hfj^y- 
j;ei; crio;.::TB. Skjijh/o, a He cuory yoejr/TB Bac b '8T0M."H(§'gJi»M 

I>j.-.0::t:-: bll, i'-H ilpOSI-ir.eKT , - BOSHHKlt xjLViOBeK M /lOJIKHH'.'nofi^flPB 

pas^c moeko nacTynaTB, mma na CBoeii TeppHTopan ' nycTK^^^^k 
orno;-:.G:: itcjiimecTEO paiceT pa3Horo paji.iiyca ne&CTBiia k pa|tiOTH&; 


!"Hf)CT'.' , ho ncn; 


U!L3yfl TOJIBKO FSTH CpSFCTIiS.. STM-paK3TH'' I ^gR'- 


Jr- s £1.-k-s.' 


; *jp£ 


oKiir; rGKCTaivy 


otj;o :'CT' •edjieHii?. k paapyuieHiiH . Ho iscTvnaTL 3Thmk paKeTaMH^ 

LMK MOHIIIOCTMO E IOC Mer&TOHH , 'He^B3H^ljgCjk 

■V s "?'ot*.v&. 

xt^cs ••■ u;^TinTB KOryT TOJIBKO JB^W, BOKCKa. E-63 m)\eti' MOSlB^OgeTl,- 
" ■ " "' .. ■ • ■ w'vtfffiJu 

C-'"--a r'3i:C'. OK !*.CL»HOCTM OKM HI! lifc'JIH, He KOPyT OHTB HaCTyiiaTeijfc- 

IJ-dic ; o riOEiSso no3To:iy JiasaTB Tauoe coEepuensio lienp&iofi&^bs 
TCjn:'.i.-.'i!:A-, h.oTopoe Bl: ceimac ;iae?e, uto, mqji, KaKi-ie-Tp^cps^- 
c?'--~> 'ia 1 -''ue >--bjuiotch i2.cTvriaTejiLHi5.u-i. 3ce cpeficrsa, HaxojnOTe 

C-l- TCI!!, » H 3aB0pHW BaC B 3T0M , KWeKff OOOpOHHTeJIBHKM Xap|H^p, 

■,-o\"wi Ha Ky6e KCKHioMtfrejibno pjm uejieii odopoHbi, 11 i^ngnpej 


■■ .l^J-^^^£*&Z&$%$S*i^ 




F75«J0i'),1528 ""-CLASS 

.111 :_\ net Kyoy no npocBCe KySiiHCKoro npaEiiTejiBCTEa... Bbi^;e ri rQ£op: 

Tr., iirO 3T0 HaCTVnaTejIBHb!9 CDeilCTBa. ■ ' '" **' r i> 

• ■■■•■.■■'■ .; : ':-oiia ikjhu 

Ho, r-H Rpe3HfieHT, Heykejin Bbi cepB63H0 flywaeTe, ^Tp'K^Ca. 

;:0::eT ii-uci-ynaTB ret CoeflKHSHHbie IifoaTbi s naae'KK BMecTe ',p^iofi 

:.:o-.-:c:.! ;::-CTyna?B Ha Bac c Teppii-ropi-ii*; Kytibi? Hey>;;eiin Bar t fleftcTBHTe: 

ho T£j-: flymere? r^.K se tsk? kk He noHK.iaeM 3Toro. F83Be''s;"BbeH- 

..-j.. oTiJiiTerisK nofiBKJiocL hto-to TaKoe HOBoe, '-itoSk flywaTB^'gyaTc 

l:o"--;o ts.k nacTynaTB. ;I iiaeHHO roBopo - KacrynaTB, a He^jlaapy^ 

L-iTh, btVK paspyL©.!OT EapBapbl, JBOflH, nOTepflEllIHe p.CCyflOK.';:^;^' 

/I cqirraio, mto v Bac neT ocuoiaHiin tsk aywaTB. Bh iscwsie^ 

OTi.OCllTBCJi K HSM C He/I.OEepHGM, HO BO BCflKOM CJT/me BK]MOK^.e^ 
OI/TL CHOKCiiKb! B TOM OTHOnie.HHH, UTO MM HaXOJIHMCS B 3flpaB01VNyM§' 

!'. otj-:-';-.-o iioKH'.iaoii, mto gcjik l:k nana/iew na jjac, Bk Hau.:qEseT.HTfc 

--'~. ?>-*£«* 
Tew ::-e. Ho ;i £k naiyqiiTe to Ke cawoe, ^to Cpocirae npoTHB--Hac7 V 

>i ;iy;-.'*i :••••, «to Bli To:;;e noHHwae're sto. 'Pan roBopi-iTB_ 5aeT..MH%>npa.Ec 

i::-r:a ibc^a c Bai.'j-i e Bene. \' : £^ltll 

cTO rOBOpKT TOM, MTO MH - HOpj/.ajiBrlbie JDOfiH, ^TO'MH^nsK. 

■ **':.&£$& 
b»j:L::L> j!i.^i:n!.:ae?u h np£*iun»Ho oueimB&eu nojiai:eHne . CfiejuoBaTej&HO , 

f-ik : : :.o r.<: :.:o\;oi.i £onyc?*iTB HonraBiuiBHr.-s r «eiiC?BMH, K0T0pbi9.Bti*Ha; 

:!j.-:::;; 1 Ci.:.r..eTe? 8to uory? cseJiaTL tojilko cyi-aoaejpiie kjm caMoJI 

vtiiiii-M, j:o":opk3 xotot caui-; iiopii(5hvti> ii nepefl cwewTBio paapyniHTB 

locb ;::-,r.. i^-: >:;e xotkm ektb h Bosce He xotku paapyui&TL Baiuy^cajp. 

"'"'■?# 
::v. u; r.yTi'.i.i coEcew /iwroro - cot)3B};02Citbch c Bauieii CTtaHOittHa 

. ■&%&£% 

rr.ipir/.: .-icnpi-iuie . Lit! c Ba^ii oiovhm, y Hac ecTB pacxosifleHHaj.iio^ 

„ '-'■^■^ 

*.::ijoj[ori:M3CKi:!.i Bcnpocaw. Ko Hauis i-.iKponoKRi.aHKe coctokt b ; tom^ 

'i 


_ F75'J0i0Tl5Sa 


mto »on*.oc!:: :-:^ooj-oriiuecKKe, kik h Di-:ono!.r*mecKKe npoOjieMN^'fcoJR- 
lit: i:-.ju;a?Lca ne eoshhl-m nvreM, kx hs.jio penaTB na ocKOBe RMgHaro. 
co'ooEiioraizia, to ecTB, Kan 3T0 nowiMaercH b KanwTajiKCTMecKbii 
goi-'jctlo, - na ocKose KOHKypeHU,mi . lSe kcxohmjw MECXoflsw-'Ks??-; 
roro, 470 hgouxoahmo Mi'iiDHoe cocyi'iecTtoBain-ie jiByx pp.ajiKmsxXi*? 
r-oLi:^i';]j;-:o-iioj~iiTi-:MecioL\ ci-icreM, i^eajiLuo cymecTisyicwKx b r/iKpe i 11 '"" 

■ : •oi-.i. : •■■.'^•e'-B.-.BOe'i 
vm-CO'IO'J'IJIO 0Uc,-Cne'-i;!B2.TL IILOnHKh M!i"0. Bot KaKMX npKHUKnMajibHBK 
" * *,.:■. .'•.-:...: ■ y:.:. J?1/£5W 

e3I\'w : ob us?. iiDK;ieai:KBa3r;:ca. .• /#»'i^*/- 

uu oG"*iEVuin cewqac nKt&TCKiie wesa, KOTopcie npHMeHHMCi^B 

cr-'jr^;i;ia Lera, r.ona r.ana.^ajin na npoxo^jriuie e .uesflyHaTDOflHBXVBO- 

' -....■* r.-p^roa'e-:- 

-;;•"• :xTr.ojiK, « Bi! na3B£ura 3?o "KapanTsiHOM" Boroyr KySH.vHeimi 
• . ■...••.. , . ' :.:p^S3--"er\ 

CY*a, b:-^ki:o. ckopo lipupyT b 30Hy, rjre naTpyjinpyeT ram 'BoeHHHii 

'■■:.■:. .^iOMfy&a 

•'j-fr- Lvr.-31-^o Bac, ".to otu cvjia, Kirviijue celiac Ha KySy.fBesyi 

' ' y . , ■-... C$1S$'2&. 

car"--; Hw-i-KHKis mhphhs t^vsh. Hey^ejm Bfci flytaere, *ito mh :tojh>kc 

1 -" ;v,r : r : nac>:.' 

•''■■■'•: '• ^:'.Hr.:.--ae!.iCfl, hto Eosur/. r raK ;-;a.';L!Baeiyioe nacTynai'SjrbHoe^opy- 

. r.:ii$Snp&. 

riio c:-;'o;: ? !L'0 k BjotOKi-iKe oomuli? Xoth, i\io:i:eT 6b!TB, saim: BOSHHfcie 
i: boo-. imaK/r, 6yj<T0 sto kekow-to ocodkh bha opysKH, HOH.Bac;. 

B-Ll/JTW-, t'TO STO C5.!/aH OOHKI-IOBOHHCH MJipHSfi ITpOfiyKIJIIH . ':"!&*& 
' ' _ . . ■: iUuA'I'cj^K 

. iic:-Tor.:y, r-n lIue3M;»eiiT, j»aKiiiTe npoflKiw fijiaropasyMHe'i^S- 

. '■»0.flj!-^-'H: 

^ac :-.ar/.:i.vijo, «to na tox KopaGiisx , ROTOpbis v^y? Ha Kyoy/ He|£ 

,f.oo'>2 !'i"-r\Koro ony,;;;:,'!. To ooy-utte, KO'ronoe hvkho 'Gkjio rjih';o6o- 
' ' " J - J * " '•.•i.TpyniHT:- 

nOri iV-'l.!', V-3 i!DXO.™TCH TuM. >I lie xow cicasaTB , wo nepeBp30r 

-■■-•'■'- A^-^m'' 

or-'v ; ,i :-ooui:o hg ullto. lie?, TaKiie nooeE03Kn 6buia. Ho cekqac^- 

ii-'uf i ■"■'.•? nox'^zixa KSoGxoniiMbie cr^jicTBa ?jih ooopoHH. .'.-'^j-sll. 

i'e KKaio, i.io:;:eTe jm Eh noH.TTB uena, noEepHTB Line. Ho^flr^. 

-■- 2-:^V 

vOT-::» O. , "TOCH liH nOEepi-Wi!, Ca!/IH C30C K COrJiaClIJIKCB C TeM",jHT< 


^^fttftlJJL. « t -;;VWWJBffl « . ■ 



F752?i?M53Q : * 

j-*-. to, kbk Bn eajsH 3HaeTe, a* «,.„»-, „ '•■»■-* :V 

o^~™ CT" M8pon ™ ° c ™-^iS 

o *■*».. K ,e My E oe a™ np^e*? : . .^fUg 
,*,**. „o TOyeM OTH0MeKra< J& ^ o ^g| 

-«• • J .aapuMoro oeKDaap, OKI y ft w e Pr0 _ *%&&. 

: *. nem ,a ,„ soo ^ eiffis ^ g^ 

•- : - «. b„, no[a W - EeQTHc£ ^ 

'"" 110J! «">"* E3,oxKy Ti cn0 KoK„o. :•« 

,;;x " OBop!!ju5 ° 6 aTou KaueKy iehkc ^ -°-~# 

. T JW ' °™ ° ne ~ ™~. - a ro BOpH ,«S£ 

memo '-!§ 


Hi- 


fin 


ri\'Ov. h yeq/ .'ihTQTe KOToporo nora&no newsjio KVOHHU,eB. -<■■-■■■ ~£?K$k 

+■«*■•> ,. •-•> *:*;>; 

dl; cajiK CKa3ajM i/.i:e Torya, ^to 3TO obina om&tt.'-fec&msg. 

' ..... '" ' : .-*; : * rt v 

Hlieivi 0TK3CCH K 3701^.o6 M HCHeHKIO. Bb! MHe VeCKCJSKC' ,T J^i3KJ«rag85; 

stc. ic-Meican, n?o" He Ece jhokh , 3ami»&>craie'VrieoK6e 'nitadssaBea?]!, 

n'-''.ioH:j.JT CBOM OFJKtJKH. K8K. 9T0 CEejELHH Bbl. /I HeillO^ TaKVJO OTKBOB e 
-.»... ■•'.f f v,^.-«. 

iK.^i.vL. Co cEooii cTopOKH h Bass CKC.soji, vito Ubi T03K8- ;oOJ5a^a^4'>^§ 

i..j.i::::::.: :.:y*ecTB0M; jam Taicse npi-ianajiH Te 6uiKCKHJ'" , -KOTOpfiB.*fiH3BKa- 

••■- '?/-'-^?? 
coi«->'j:e:-!ti b iicropiiH iiaujero rocyr.apcTLa , u He T0JibKOvnpH3P.aJiiiy. 

„ ^$sSfc 

no |i-.e.-5i:o ccyAKJiii. ' " 'W^fy*^ 

L.cjii; t>bi fleiicrBHTa-iBHO saSoniTeci* o Mi-ipe k o '6jiareccBQfi\o. 
i;:ux;;>, a sto Bama conaaKHOCTB, nan npeaisjietfra, to H^jKakhOps; 
cr-'.-:,Tc:.j'i> CoLsra LlHHKcrpoB, npoJiBJinio 3aooTy 0' CBoeM Kapofl.e"^i;' 
-'•o;.:.: tcpo, Ki-auei'i coEwecTHOH satioToii f,ojt::ho 6ktl ' oo-xpechbhii^s 
tcsowrjro r.aipa, TaK ksk ecjin e coBpeiAenHtx ycjioBi-inx ra3pa3JOTC. 

v.Oi :•{'.', TO OTO UVreT EOi-iHa KS TOJILKQ Ueasjrv COBeTCKHM. < CososcvgKh 
U.-1/i, l.iO;, 1: V KOTC-rjiBi . C00CTE3HH0 P01iOT;iI, H6T HISKaKIiX B3ailMHBJfe 

'•' - ■■-vftMS? 

nvs:?jir.::.::n.:, uo BOiina BceMiroHafl, :.i:ecTOKaa, HCrnsoKTeJEbHaSiS.?^. 
Jl-".-;i.;v ;.;i.t notuiK na oikuhhiis TaKoii bochhom h - 3KOH0i.MKe.ci5p 
•k;; - g'-; i^ue? Oteot T&koi-i: mk nomnvi na sto tojilko hs coo,6pa)?gfc 
ry.-icuiKOCT;-. B csce Epci.ui nam liapos ca:.i coBopmrji pesojDa;MiQ,-J : ^c 
,"■:• r'oco.i.q uLsia erne otctsjioK cTranoh. Torp.a Ha Hac . Hanajiii«i,fe 
o s ,r. ('Li"ojr:'o:.; nananeniiH mhophx cmaH. E 3Toii aEaHTiope y^ac^BC 
;iu::i Ci-A. cto sGyKKCsporeiHo yqac?mKa:.iH arpeccnK npoTHB/ Kernel 
cTruic.:. Co STO:-.--: namicaiia uanan khmto. renepajiOM rpeiiBCOMjcjgJg'jE 
riui koi.x\h;'03«ji b to Bpei/ifl anepmeiHCKKH sKcneAW'OHHEM-KOpiiycc 

. UNCLASSIFIED ^ifS 


IT ppeiiHC nassoji ee "AwspiiKaHCKaH aBaOTto^.^Gi^Hpii'lv;. 

fciti 3Haew, ks-k Tpynno coBepmaTB i&Bomsmw k ksk. TpyRijo^iie] 
crpanBaTB CTpaHy hsl HOBbK;;Haqajiax. Mh HCKpeHHe^co^BC'iiBya^Ky- 
Ge, KybHHCKOMy Hapony. Ho b EonpocH BhyTpeHKero.ycTpofeBa^gi! 
.»e EMemiBaeMCfl, b bx, nejia He BMemHEaeMca. CqBeTCKHii : GoK>s.;ixD3^ r 

HOWOqB KyuIIHTiaM CTpOBTB CBOK) KH3HB TaK, KaK OHM ■■a^ttJgMOT JlgT. 

Jli W)yrne km He Meuajin.: ■.....> ^v'^-h^mui^ 

Bt! KOr/i.a-TO rOBOpHJIM, MTO CoeflHHQHHHe- IiLjiaTbl .Ke .I»BTQ3Hg : ,P' 
S^HIW. HO Bbl aaUBJIHJIH K TOM, ^ITO CO^iyBCTByeTe KyfiKHCKKJ^KOH' 

peEOJiKtuioiiiibii sMiirpaHTaw, noj\)\ey?.:md.&re kx h ■ 6yR&ve-.\iiQiBajBBaw : 

b oc\-:!-t:CTBJieHKH hx njiaHOB itcotmb HbiHeuiHero npaBHTejiBpTB.ai:Kj(6bi 

Ha .TJifl Koro Ke cenpeT Tanace, mto nan Kyooii nocTOHHHO-. ; BHpem|H 

mri-ojirrieT bkcotb vroosa BooprcreHHcro HanajieHiin, arpeccHMi*§To 

ko o^o i! noGynrjio nac oTwrnKHyTBca Ha npocBSy Ky6HHCKqro^|g- 

«tM'»&?'icTBa npej'OCTaBHTB ewy nowou* ajih yKpeiuieHMH oGopoHocnp- 

coOhocth otob crpaHH. •. • " : .';'^pSj& 

• t'cjii-; ubi GbuiM flj&HH sasepeKHH IlrtBaHfleHTa h npaBMTejiBcraa^; 

Ucc^iihohhux UlTaTOB, «.to QUA. He GyjiyT caw; yrac?BOBaTsvBUHaJa- 

r.e:&m na KyGy h 6y>yT ypepsasBaTL ot noflOtSraa neiicTBiiii-'npyproc, 

ecji:: Bk OTsoBeTe cboH cuiot, - sto cpa3y Bee KsueHHT .'^HuHe, ^101 

p.o aa *;i:;-ejiH KacTpo, ko flyifflM, hto oh h npaBHTejiBCTBO v -Ky£tg|i 

r'.i'o, oG'Vibmjim 6h o neiAoGi'jmsamw n npHasajiK 6u Hapofl^racjcp 

niiTi> k i.ii-.piioi.:y Tpyny. Toiy,a otikui Ge h Eonpoc 06 opyHM^|Tax 

}co.k - ecjiK hct yrpoaH, to opystue jnuweTCH GpeweHew H^^gggP 1 

. _ Har,o;'.a. Tcrna dyneT ctohtb HKaqe b Bonpoc 06 yHimroaeinffl^gi 

" : -" tcjili:o opy.niH, KOTcpoe Bn wasbiEaeTe lacrynaTejiBHtai, HO,;-K|BCfl- 
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•750?iO-sI5a3 koto SK'roro OR-Ksw. ; ,, 4 . •••,■:•'. • •V;^ 

H EiiCTynaji ot iimbhii CoBe?CKoro npaBtiTejiLCTsa b QgDgggagjj; 

n- ,, e,T.KHeirp:LX Hauaii h bkgc npejpioKeHH© o.-pocnycKg^E^fgrip^y ; 

oo yKiwTcseHKH rcero opyixHH. TaK KaK ace...a npry .fl^^-vCf gga 

CTaBi:y na 3TP opyxne? ' , _ ' ..;.-!. :.:., JV -.vc.--in CoiG3\ r xoH£ 

« Gpi'-:".:e npiiHOCiiT tojibko 6e7iCTBHH . , Kor. na erp HaKanggngpTji, 

3T0 i£"iOc::t yinepfi bkqho^kb, a ecjia ero nycTHTB b Pfi^Qy:^0. 

y!iLiMTo::r.T jaofiek c pBeux CTopoH. Ilo3TOMy.TO^KO 6.e3yiAe^o^|Tj 

• CUJ^TCLTB, *1T0 OPVSOie - 3T0 rJBBHOe C^^CTBQ E JKH3HK - 0^g?S^§tSi 

li-T , sto - EKiwsfieHHe.fl pacTpara qejioBeqecKOH aHepr.KH^jSL^^c 
>::e - ;i;;>< yiivwrorceHKH cauoro HejiOBewa. ifcjiH JnQn?.«?..JJ6958i^S 
rcCTii, to b KDHue KompB ohh flOKflyT /io Tcro, TO c;rpjiKH;£g$&£ 
kSk cj:onb-e KpoTH, li Torfia KWHeTCH BsanwHae ncT;pefaeM^g|£ 
W JlatahTe :*:e npoflEim rocyjiapcTseHHyw My^pocrB..fl c ^@^D5jiJg 

:.k, co csoeii ctopohh, slhbku, uto uanm KopaGjiH, ;inyi3Ke...Ha^£ 
ks F-esyT HKKaKoro opyx:swi. Bbi s:e aMEKTe o tcm, *ito CoefliraeHH 
IilTaTK Ke EToprHyTca cbokmh BoiiCKaMii Ha Kyoy h He c 6yflp- C MS®. 
;a'i'B !ii:is.i<i:3 ,"pyrae ciuik, KOTorrae HaaepsBSUiKCB. Obi.CQBe^iiif^ 
BTou:.cr!--!9 m Kyoy. forjia omaner k h6o6xorhuoctl b npe$*g$p 

'- ■ .:-VX.:**'- 

•ri.a Kyus Hacmx soshhex cneuKajiwcTOB . . . .\"fie;;rc 

r-K n-«3KAeHT, fl oomtnaiccB k Bau, qTo6s: Bh xopoap r B3gec 
t-v., i: -4^:.jy aoryT irnviEecTi-i arpecciiBiiKe , mipaTCKHe fleMCjrB^&e^ 
TU-.2, I3-J-: Bh oti'ViBuiii, ClilA. Kawspenu ocymecrsJiaTB b ueiwyif$0} 
Bo;-ax. an cauii SKaeTe, *ito HKKaKoii 3flpaB0Lii!CJiHiUMH,He^0Bgc.'.pr 
to no i.ra.-KW oorjiaczTBca c sthm, lie mockst npM3Harb Bam^.^Bj 
~ ; . r.a TC,?::;e neiiCTBHa. ..- kO'Krfip 
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iteJia J3Li 3to cfl&najm b KatiecTse nepsoro u&ra k pasrasuBEu 
Boiii3r, - hv «?o x;e, --bssahmo, wwero flpyroro y ■flacBH§pB6«SKeg&, ' 
kek noKiyiTL 3Tot Baui BH30B. Ilcjm Hie Bh He-iioTepanH % <^§p&tf£&a- 
khh ii 3,-'uibo irDSACTaBnaeT'e ce&e k qei.iy sto^ uv&e?^pmeGTig&c\ 
Tur.it.,p-n llpeaK.neiiT, na,\i c Bomh ne cjie,nyeT cetec THHyra'!3a^Kc 
ii.b' Ee]-«BKK, iia KOTopow Bbi -'aaraaajiH vseji BoftHH/-noTbM#^T-d£QeM 

;• ■•>}■*• ^%v 

ciuisiifctf r.a>! c fcauH 6yAeu thhjtb, Teas ciuiBHee - 6y#ew s&DfcPHS&TSfc 

"•"*•*"'?;•> ^ : 

3Tot yaoji. II uoaseT HacTymiTB TaKoi-i iiojieHT,--KOPfla : 'aT0Ti T 1 yfe6a(Sfly- 
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n©T a£T;itr/T to tskom- CTenemi , uto yse tot, KTo:ero saBaas^.» 

a ci-lk-o: Gy/^T taasHsaTB ero, k Tory**- npufleTCH •py6MT£,3T.OT|^ae. 

A HTO OTO CHatlHT, - HS KH9 Bd.U pa3 n HCHflTB, nCTOMV *JTOOBH*CaMil 

o'wuriiio no::?asaeTe, KaKiiMK rp33HKMH cwseaxa oGjiaaaicff HamHycs^H: 

!iO?To.v.y, ecjui kbt HawepeHKH :a?HrnsaTB stot y3efly.K.TeM$, 

ea;''!M oopeicgi'B Mwp Ha KaTacTpocfry TepwoflflepHoFi : BoiiHbV\T.of.ft&Ba5' 

ne Ti'ji?»Ko ocj;adjiHTB chjdm, KaTHrKBaia»ne kohuh BepeBKH'-;onasaKTe 

../&%*$$&■ 

nin'Hi-.uirB ue^u ajiji pa3BH3brBaKKH 3Toro y3Jia. Mb! Ha- sT^^piuiacH 
i.ii.! npiiHeTCTByew bcg ckjim, KOTorae cto#t Ka no3HHHflXOMHra 
IIootcmv h aq-aaiui 'fimro^apH.ocTB h r-Hy BeprpaHy Pacce^y* : gtcor.o 
ri::» iiDOKSJiasr TpeBorv k 3&6oTy o cyflBuax MKpa, h oxothomo$kji;# 
uyjicj-i ua npi3i:3 k.o. "reiiepajiBuoro csKpeTapn 00H V TaHa.^sK?* 

bOT. r-H Iip93K,'-eHT. MOH COOtip&XSHHft, KOTOttHB, eCJIH£6b£Bbl 

c HLv.ui coi'jiaciijTviCB, i/iOPJEiii oh nojio.itiiTB kohsij TOMy HanpffiseHtK»$ ; 

i!OJio*.-erfKw, KOTcpoe BOJiHyeT Bee Kaponbi. . ..?;V:£^dj.! 

cJtii cooCpeLseinw npoflKKTOEaHbi kckpshhhm CTpeMJieHHeuo-pa3* 

pa/iETb o6cTanoEKy, ycTpamiTB yrpo3y bokhh. -jje ; n7.x^|o; 
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[Embossed Seal of the USSR] - 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Moscow, October 26, 1962 


Mr. Ambassador: y.:}^,.. 

I transmit herewith a letter from N. S. Khrushchev, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to J. F.- 
Kennedy, President of the United States of America. 4 " \ "''\'^ b - 

Respectfully, , . : j r ^ ^ 
[s] A. Gromyko < 'Wi& 
A. Gromyko ;>-•/' ' 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, USSR" j 


Encl o sure : Letter for transmittal to J. F. Kennedy, President of the United'"; 
States . :->.-<;-"-"'-"^ 


His Excellency 

Foy D. Kohler, 

Ambassador of the United States of America, 
Moscow 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 


LS NO. 1*6118 

T-8SA-& 
Russian 

. [Embossed Seal of the USSR] 
Dear Mr. President: 

I have received your letter of October 2$. From your letter I got the 
feeling that you have some understanding of the situation wHich has developed 
and a sense of responsibility. I appreciate this. 

By now we have already publicly exchanged our assessments of the events 
around Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his interpreta- 
tion of these events. Therefore, I would think that, evidently, continuing 
to exchange opinions at such a distance, even in the form of secret letters, 
would probably not add anything to what one side has already said to the 
other. 

I think you will understand me correctly if you are really concerned 
for the welfare of the world. Everyone needs peaces both capitalists, if 
they have not lost their reason, and all the more, communists— people who 
know how to value not only their own lives but, above all else, the life of 
nations. We communists are against any wars between states at all, and 
have been defending the cause of peace ever since we came into the world. 
We have always regarded war as a calamity, not as a game or a means for 
achieving particular purposes, much less as a goal in itself. Our goals 
are clear, and the means of achieving them is work. War is our enemy and a 
calamity for all nations. 

This is how we Soviet people, and together with us, other peoples as 
well, interpret questions of war and peace. I can say this with assurance 
at least for the peoples of the Socialist countries, as well as for all 
progressive people who want peace, happiness, and friendship among nations. 

His Excolloncy 

John Kennedy, 

President of the United States of America 


[Embossed Seal of the USSR] • 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Moscow, October 26, 1962 


>-J 


Mr. Ambassador: 

I transmit herewith a letter from N. S. Khrushchev, Chairman of the ~;| 
Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to J. P. .Vjjj 
Kennedy, President of the United States of America. '.. \- 

Respectfully, . ,"_:;, 
[s] A. Gromyko m ,* >jr -. ; , 

A. Gromyko '■$.&$ 
Minister of Foreign Af f airs c ," USSR|J 

Encl osure; Letter for transmittal to J. F. Kennedy, President of the United Jig 
States - "•"' ''-"-"P^l 


His Excellency 

Foy D. Kohier, 

Ambassador of the United States of America, 
Moscow 
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By£^fav?-<>NARS. Date tyZajw 1 


"Dear Mr. President: 

I have received your letter of October 25. From your letter I got the 
feeling that you have some understanding of the situation wllich has developed 
and a sense of responsibility. I appreciate this. 

By now we have already publicly exchanged our assessments of the events 
around Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his interpreta- 
tion of these events. Therefore, I would think that, evidently, continuing 
to exchange opinions at such a distance, even in the form of secret letters, 
would probably not add anything to what one side has already said to the 
other. 

I think you will understand me correctly if you are really concerned 
for the welfare of the world. Everyone needs peace: both capitalists, if 
they have not lost their reason, and 811 the more, communists— people who 
know how to value not only their own lives but, above all else, the life of 
nations. We communists are against any wars between states at all, .and 
have been defending the cause of peace ever since we came into the world. 
We have always regarded war as a calamity, not as a game or a means for 
achieving particular purposes, much less as a goal in itself. Our goals 
are clear, and the means of achieving them is work. War is our enemy and a 
calamity for all nations. 

This is how we Soviet people, and tocother with us, other peoples as 
well, interpret questions of war and pence. I can say this with assurance 
at least for the peoples of the Socialist countries, as well as for all 
progressive people who want peace, happiness, and friendship among nations. 


His Excolloncy 

John Kennedy, 

President of the United States of America 
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I can see, Mr. President, that you also are not rtthMt . ^ rf 
-iet y Tor the fate „f the Borld> not ^ ,„ undemandlng ^ ^^ 
assessment of the neture of modern warfare and what »r entaile. ««» 
good would a war do you, You threaten us with „„. « you ^ ^ 
that the very leeet you would get 1„ response would he .hat you had given 
us; you would s,^,. the sam , oonseqaenCM _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

People inveeted with authority, trust and responsibly. We mst not 
succumb to lightheadedness and petty passions, regardless or whether • 
eleotiona era forthcoming i„ one countrjr „ ,„ other _ ^ ^ ^ 
transitory things, hut should war indeed break out, it would not he in 
our power to contain or stop it, for such is the logic of war. I have 
taken part in two wars, and I know that mr ends ^ „„„„ ±t ^ ^ 
through cities and villages, sowing death and destruction everywhere. 

I assure you on hehalr of the Soviet Oover„„e„t and thi Soviet people 
that your argents regarding offensive weapons io Cuha are utterly unfounded. 
From what you have written me it is ohvious that our interpretations on this 
point are different, or rather that we have different definitions for one 
type of military means or another. *„d indeed, the same types of ar^nts 
»ay i„ actuality have different interpretations. 

Vou are a military man, and I hope you will understand «e. Let us 
take a simple cannon for instance. What Wind of a weapon is it-offensive 
or defensive, * cannon is a defensive weapon if it is set up to defend 
boundaries or a fortified area. But when artillery is concentrated and 
supplemented by an appropriate number of troops, then the same cannon will 
have become an offensive weapon, since they prepare and clear the way for 
infantry to advance. The same is true for nuclear missile weapons, for soy 
type of these weapons. 

You are mistaken if you think that any of our argents in Cuba are 
offensive. However, let us not arcue at this point. Evident*, I shall 
not be able to convince you. But I tell you, You, Mr. President, are a 
military man and you must understand: How can you possibly launcJi^*-^--^ 
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even if you have an enormous number of missiles of various ranges and 
power on your territory, using these weapons alone? These missiles are a 
means of annihilation *nd destruction. But it is impossible to launch an 
offensive by means of these missiles, even nuclear missiles of 100 megaton 
yield, because it is only people~troops-who can advance. Without people 
any weapons, whatever their power, cannot be offensive. 

How can you, therefore, give this completely wrong interpretation, 
which you are now giving, that some weapons in Cuba are offensives you ■ 
say? All weapons there-and I assure you of this-are of a defensive nature; 
they are in Cuba solely for purposes of defense, and we have sent them to 
Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government. And you say that they are 
offensive weapons. 

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could 
launch an offensive u P on the United States and that even we, together with 
Cuba, could advance against you fro, Cuban territory? Do you really think 
S o? Hr, ,,n that be? We do not understand. Surely, there has not been 
any sucn new development in military strategy that would lead one to believe 
that it is possible to advance that «y. And I mean advance, not destroy; 
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity. 

I hold that you have no grounds to think so. You may regard us with 
distrust, but you can at any rate rest assured that we are of sound mind 
and understand perfectly well that if we launch an offensive against you, 
you will respond in kind. But you too will got in response whateveryyou 
throw at us. And I think you understand that too. It is our discussion in 
Vienna that gives me the right to speak this way. 

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess 
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow [ourselves] the wrong 
actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunatics or suicides, who themselves 
want to perish and before they die destroy the world, could do this. But 
we want to live and by no means do we want to destroy your country. We 
want something quite different; to compete with 


*-yeu naa giveiT 


us— 


■-"■"""^nCTSTSil^ *«■ that „ust be clear to 
People invested with authority, trust and responsibility. „ e mi8t not 
««-. to U g ht-heade d „ess and petty passions, regards „r whether ■ 
elections are forthcoming ln one country „ ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

taken part in two wars, and I *«, that war ends only ^ w ^ ^ 
through cities and villages, sowing death end destruction everywhere 

I — e you on behalf of the Soviet Governs and th J Swiet ^ 
that your arguments regarding offensive wee,™ ta Cuba „ ^ ^^ 
Pro„ what you have written m e it is obvious that „ interpretations „„ this 
P»int are different, or rather that we have diPPerent dePinltions Per one 
type OP Military „ea„s or another. And indeed , the „, ^ rf ^^ 
™y in actuality have diPPerent interpretations. 

Ton ere a „il lt ary ^n, and x ho ^ yo „ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ 
take a si ,le oannon Per stance. ^ ^ tf , ^ ^ ^^^ 
or defensive, * cannon is . def „ nslve ^ ^ ^ ±$ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
bounties or a fortified area. * t „ hon amll ^ is ^^ ^ 
supplemented by an appropriate n„,her of troops, then the same cannon wiU 
have .ecome an oPPensive weapon, sine, they p^re and clear the way Por 
infantry to a d va„ce. The same is true Por nuclear missile weapons, P 0P any 
type of these weapons. 

You are mistaken IP you think that any op our armaments in Cuba are 
offensive. However, let „, not argue at this point. Evidently, I shall 
not he able to convince you. But ! tell you, Pou, Mr. President," are a 
.ulltary man a„ d you „st understand: „o„ can you possibly launch an offenaiv. 
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-, -eapons, caterer their power, cannot be offensive. 

How oan yon, therefore, give thin completely wrong Interpretation 
which yon are no. giving, that ao». weapons in c„„a are offensives yon • 
say, all weapons there-and ! assure yon of this-are of a defensive natMr 
they are in Cob. solely for purposes of defense, and we have sent the. to 
Coba at the revest of the C nba„ Governs. And ym say ^ ^ ^ 
offensive weapons. 

Bet, «r. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could 
launch an offensive upon the United States and that even we, together with 
Cuba, cowld advance against you fro. Cuban territory, Bo yon really think 
so, How can that be, We do not understand. Surely, there has not been 
any such new develops in »il itMy strategy that would !ead one to believe 
that it is possible to advance that way. and x msr} idy ^ ^ ^^ 
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity. 

I hold that you have no grounds to think so. You TOJP regard „ ^ 
distrust, but you can at ^ rate rest assured that we are of sound „i„d 
and understand perfectly well that if we launch an offensive against you 

you win ^ lB Hnd . a , t you too vln eot in ^^^ ^ tm ^J 

throw at us. «nd ! think you understand that too. It is our discussion in 

Vienna that gives „e the right to speak this way. 

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess 
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow tourselves) ,tbe wrong 
actions „ hi ch you ascribe to us, On* l„„ atlos or ^^ ^ ^^ 

we want to live and by no „ea„s do we want to destroy your county. „e 
want southing ,uite different: to oo^to with your county in a pMMftll 
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endeavor. We argue with you; we have differences on ideological questions. 
But our concept of the world is that questions of ideology, as well as 
economic problems, should be settled by other than military means; they 
must be solved in peaceful contest, or as this is interpreted in capitalist 
society—by competition. Our premise has been and remains that peaceful 
coexistence, of two different sociopolitical systems— a reality of our world- 
is essential, and that it is essential to ensure lasting peace. These are 
the principles to which we adhere. 

You have now declared piratical measures, the kind that were practiced 
in the Middle Ages when ships passing through international waters were 
attacked, and you have called this a "quarantine" around Cuba. Our vessels 
will probably soon enter the zone patrolled by your Navy. I assure you that 
the vessels which are now headed for Cuba are carrying the most innocuous 
peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that all we spend our time on is 
transporting so-called offensive weapons, atomic and hydrogen bombs? Even 
though your military people may possibly imagine that these are some special 
kind of weapons, I assure you that they are the most ordinary kind of 'peace- 
ful goods. 

Therefore, Mr. President, let us show good sense. I;" assure you that 
the ships bound for Cuba are carrying no armaments at all. (The armaments 
needed for the defense of Cuba are already there. I do not mean to say that 
there have been no shipments of armaments at all. No, there were such ship- 
ments. But now Cuba has already obtained the necessary weapons for defense. 

I do not know whether you can understand me and believe me. But I 
wish you would believe yourself and agree that one should not give way to 
one's passions; that one should be master of them. And what direction are 
events taking now? If you begin stopping vessels it would be piracy, as 
you yourself know. If we should start doing this to your ships you would 
be just as indignant as we and the whole world are now indignant. Such 
actions cannot be interpreted otherwise, because lawlessness cannot be 
legalized. Wore this allowed to happen then there would be no i 


would there be peaceful coexistence. Then we would be forced to take the 
necessary measures of a defensive nature which would? protect our interests 
in accordance with international law. Why do this? What would it all lead 

to? 

Let us normalize relations. We have received an appeal from U Thant, 
Acting Secretary General of the U.N., containing his proposals. I have 
already answered him. His proposals are to the effect that our side not 
ship any armaments to Cuba for a certain period of time while negotiations 
are being conducted—and we are prepared to enter into such negotiations— 
and the other side not '• / any piratical action against vessels navigating 
on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. This would be a 
way out of the situation which has evolved that would give nations a chance 
to breathe easily. 

You asked what happened, what prompted weapons to be supplied to Cuba? 
You spoke of this to our Minister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you 
frankly, Mr. President, what prompted it. 

We were very grieved by the fact— 1 spoke of this in Vienna— that a 
landing was effected and an attack made on Cuba, as a result of which many 
Cubans were killed. You yourself told me then that this had been a mistake. 
T regarded that explanation with respect. You repeated it to me several 
times, hinting that not everyone occupying a high position would acknowledge 
his mistakes as you did. I appreciate such frankness. For my part I told 
you that we too possess no less courage; we have also acknowledged the 
mistakes which have been made in the history of our state, and have not 
only acknowledged them but have sharply condemned them. 

While you really are concerned for peace and for the welfare of your 
r eople-and this is your duty as Presidont-I, as Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers, am concerned for my people. Furthermore, the preservation of 
universal peace should be our joint concern, since if war broke out under 
modern conditions, it would not be just a war between the Soviet Union and 
.the Unitod, States, which actually have no contentions between them, but a 


«.«* uni, sociopolitical systems—a reality of our world- 
is essential, and that it is essential to ensure lasting peace. These are 
the principles to which we adhere. 

You have now declared piratical measures, the kind that were practiced 
in the Middle Ages when ships passing through international waters were 
attacked, and you have called this a "quarantine" around Cuba. Our vessels 
will probably soon enter the zone patrolled by your Navy. I assure you that 
the vessels which are now headed for Cuba are carrying the most innocuous 
peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that all we spend our time on is 
transporting so-called offensive weapons, atomic and hydrogen bombs? Even 
though your military people may possibly imagine that these are some special 
kind of weapons, I assure you that they are the most ordinary kind of 'peace- 
ful goods. 

Therefore, Mr. President, let us show good sense. I." assure you that 
the ships bound for Cuba are carrying no armaments at all. (The armaments 
needed for the defense of Cuba are already there. I do not mean to say that 
there have been no shipments of armaments at all. No, there were such ship- 
ments. But now Cuba has already obtained the necessary weapons for defense. 

I do not know whether you can understand me and believe me. But I 
wish you would believe yourself and agree that one should not give way to 
one's passions; that one should be master of them. And what direction are 
events taking now? If you begin stopping vessels it would be piracy, as 
you yourself know. If we should start doing this to your ships you would 
be just as indignant as we and the whole world are now indignant. Such 
actions cannot be interpreted otherwise, because lawlessness cannot be 
legalised. Wore this allowed to happen then there would be no peace; nor 

" -^.. - would 


"Acting Secretary General of the U.N., containing hie proposals . I have 

already answered hitn. His proposals are to the effect that our side not 

ship any armaments to Cuba for a certain period of time while negotiations 

are being conducted— and we are prepared to enter into such negotiations- 
undertake 
and the other side not ' - / any piratical action against vessels navigating 

on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. This would be a 

way out of the situation which has evolved that would give nations a chance 

to breathe easily. 

You asked what happened, what prompted weapons to be supplied to Cuba? 
You spoke of this to our Minister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you 
frankly, Mr. President, what prompted it. 

We were very grieved by the fact— I spoke of this in Vienna — that a 
landing was effected and an attack made on Cuba, as a result of which many 
Cubans were killed. You yourself told me then that this had been a mistake. 
T regarded that explanation with respect. You repeated it to me several 
times, hinting that not everyone occupying a high position would acknowledge 
his mistakes as you did. I appreciate such frankness. For my part I told 
you that we too possess no less courage; we have also acknowledged the 
mistakes which have been made in the history of our state, and have not 
only acknowledged them but have sharply condemned them. 

While you really are concerned for peace and for the welfare of your 
people—and this is your duty as President— I, as Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers, am concerned for my people. Furthermore, the preservation of 
•universal peace should be our joint concern, since if war broke out under 
modern conditions, it would not be just a war between the Soviet Union and 
the United i States, which actually have no contentions between them, but a 
world-wide war, cruel and dostructivo. 
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. Why have we undertaken to render such military .and economic aid to 
Cuba? The answer is: we have done so only out of humanitarian considerations. 
At one time our people accomplished its own revolution, when Russia was still 
a backward country. Then we were attacked. We were the target of attack by 
many countries. The United States took part in that affair. This has been 
documented by the participants in aggression against our country. An entire 
book has been written on this by General Graves, who commanded the American 
Expeditionary Force at that time. Graves entitled it American Adventure in 
Siberia . 

We know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how difficult 
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with 
Cuba and the Cuban people. But we do not interfere in questions of internal 
organization; we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet Union 
wants to help the Cubans build their life, as they themselves desire, so 
that others would leave them alone. 

You said once that the United States is not preparing an invasion. But 
you have also declared that you sympathize with the Cuban counterrevolutionary 
emigrants, support them, and will help them in carrying out their plans 
against the present government of Cuba. Nor is it any secret -to anyone 
that the constant threat of armed attack and aggression has hung and continues 
to hang over Cuba. It is only this that has prompted us to respond to the 
request of the Cuban Government to extend it our aid in strengthening the 
defense capability of that country. 

If the President and Government of the United States would give their 
assurances that the United States would itself not take part in an attack 
upon Cuba and would restrain others from such action; if you recall your 
Navy— this would immediately change everything. I do not speak for Fidel 
Castro, but I- think that he and the Government of Cuba would, probably, 
announce a demobilization and would call upon the people to commence peace- 
ful work. Then the question of armaments would also be obviated, because 
when there is no threat, armaments are only a burden for any people. This 
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would also change the approach to the question of destroyinc not only the 
armaments which you call offensive, but of every other kind of armament. 

I have spoken on behalf of the Soviet Government at the United Nations 
and introduced a proposal to disband all armies and to destroy all woapons. 
How then can I stake my claims on these weapons now? 

Armaments bring only disasters. Accumulating them damages the economy, 
and putting them to use would destroy people on both sides. Therefore, 
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the- 
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy, spent, more- 
over, on the destruction of man himself. If people do not display wisdom, 
they will eventually reach the point whore they will clash, like blind moles, 
and then mutual annihilation will commence. 

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom. I propose: we, for 
our part, will declare that our ships bound for Cuba are not carrying any 
armaments. You will declare that the United States will not invade Cuba 
with its tropps and will not support any other forces which might intend to 
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the presence of our military specialists 
in Cuba will be obviated. 

Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully what ■ the aggressive, 
piratical actions which you have announced the United States intends to 
carry out in international waters' would lead to. You yourself know that a 
sensible person simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right 
to such action. 

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war— well 
then — evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of 
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this 
could lead to, then, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends 
of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, because the harder you and 
I pull, the tighter this knot will bocomo. And a time may come when this 
knot is tied to tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of 
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We know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution' and how difficult 
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with 
Cuba and the Cuban people. But we do not interfere in questions of internal 
organization, we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet Union 
wants to help the Cubans build their life, as they themselves desire, so 
that others would leave them alone. 

You said once that the United States is not preparing an invasion. But 
you have also declared that you sympathize with the Cuban counterrevolutionary 
emigrants, support them, and will help them in carrying out their plans 
against the present government of Cuba. Nor is it any secret *o anyone 
that the constant threat of armed attack and aggression has hung and continues 
to hang over Cuba. It is only this that has prompted us to respond to the 
request of the Cuban Government to extend it our aid in strengthening the 
defense capability of that country. 

If the President and Government of the United States would give their 
assurances that the United States would itself not take part in an attack 
upon Cuba and would restrain others from such action; if you recall your 
Navy-this would immediately change everything. I do not speak for Fidel 
Castro, but I think that he and the Government of Cuba would, probably, 
announce a demobilization and would call upon the people to commence peace- 
rul work. Then the question of armaments would also be obviated, because 
,hen there is no threat., armaments are only a burden for any people. This 
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Armaments bring only disasters. Accumulating them damages the economy, 
and putting them to use would destroy people on- both sides. Therefore, 
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the- 
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy,' spent, more- 
over, on the destruction of man himself. If people do not display wisdom, 
they will eventually reach the point whore they will clash, like blind moles, 
and then mutual annihilation will commence. 

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom. I propose: we, for 
our part, will declare that our ships bound for Cuba are not carrying any 
arr.air.ents. You will declare that the United States will not invade Cube 
with its tropps and will not support any other forces which might intend to 
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the presence of our military specialists 
in Cuba will be obviated. 

Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully what "the aggressive, 
piratical actions which you have announced the United States intends to 
carry out in international waters would lead to. You yourself know that a 
sensible person simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right 
to such action. 

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war -well 
then-evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of 
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this 
could lead to, then, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends 
of the ropo in which you have tied a knot of war, because the harder you and 
I pull, the tighter this knot will bocomo. And a time may come when this 
knot is tied to tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of 
untying it, and then the knot will have to be cut. What that would mean I 




need not explain to you, because you yourself understand perfectly what 
dread forces our two countries possess. 

Therefore, if there is no intention of tightening this knot, thereby 
dooming the world to the catastrophe, of thermonuclear war, let us not only 
relax the forces straining on the ends of the rope, let us take measures 
for untying this knot. We are agreeable to this. 

We welcome all forces which take the position of peace. Therefore, I 
both expressed gratitude to Mr. Bertrand Russell, who shows alarm and concern 
for the fate of the world, and readily responded to the appeal of the Acting 
Secretary General of the U.N., U Thant. 

These, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you should agree 
with them, could put an end to the tense situation which is disturbing all 
peoples. 

These thoughts are governed by a sincere desire to alleviate the 
situation and remove the threat of war. 

Respectfully, 

[s] N. Khrushchev 
N. Khrushchev 
October 26, 1962 
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM 
CHAIRMAN KHRUSHCHEV TO PRESIDEigT KBiJKEPI DATED OCTOBER 26. 1962 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have received your letter of October 25, From your letter I 
got the feeling that you have seae understanding of the situation which 
has developed and (some)Bense of responsibility. I value this. 

Hov we have already publicly exchanged our evaluation of the events 
around Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his under- 
standing of these events. . Consequently, I would Judge that, apparently, 
a continuation of an exchange of opinions at such a distance, even in the 
form of secret letters, will hardly add anything to that which one side 
has already said to the other. 

I think you will understand me correctly if you are really, concerned 
about the welfare of the world. Everyone needs peace: both capitalists, 
if they have not lost their reason, and, still more, communists, people 
who know how to value not only their own lives but, more than anything, 
the lives of the peoples. We, communists, are against all wars between 
states in general and have been defending the cause of peace since we 
came into the world. We have always regarded war a3 a calamity, ana 
not as a game nor as a means of the attainment of definite goals, nor, 
all the more, as a goal in itself. Our goals are clear, and the means to 
attain them is labor. War is our enemy and a calamity for all the peoples., 

It is thus that we, Soviet people, and, together with us, other 
copies as well, understand the ouestions of war and peace, I can, in 
any case, firmly say this for the peoples of the socialist countries, as 
well as for all progressive people who want peace, happiness, and 
friendship among peoples. 

I see, Mr. President, that you too are not devoid of a sense of 
anxiety for the fate of the world, of understanding, and of what war 
entails. What would a war give you? Tou are threatening us with war. 
But you well know that the very least which you would receive in **Pjy 
would be that you wo^ld experience the same consequences as those which 
you' sent us. And that must be clear to us, people invested with authority, 
trust, and responsibility. We must not succumb to intoxication and petty 
passions, regardless of whether elections are impending in this or that 
country, or not impending. These are all transient things, but if 
indeed war should break out, then it would not be in our power to stop 
it, for such is the logic of war. I have participated in two wars and 
know that war ends when it has rolled through cities and villages, 
everywhat? sowing death and destruction. " : 
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In the name of the fco>^et Gow»«eat- and the Sevxes people* I 
assure you that your conclusions regarding offensive weapons on Cuba 
are groundless. I* is apparent firm what you have written me that our 
conceptions are different on this score, or rather, ve have different 
estimates of these or those military wans. Indeed, in reality, the 
same forms of weapons can have different lntexpretations. 

You are a military ran and, I hope, will understand me. Let us 
take for example a simple cannon. What sort of aeons Is this: offensive 
or defensive? A r a r m " n is a defensive means if it is set up to defend 
boundaries or a fortified area. But if one concentrates artillery, and 
adds to it the necessary meaber of troops, then the same cannons do 
become an offensive means, because -they prepare and clear the may for 
infantry to attach !Qte esse happens with miseile^nuclear weapons as 
well, with asy type of this weapon. 

You are mistaken if you taint that any of our means on Cuba are 
offensive. However, let us not quarrel now. It is apparent that I 
will not be able to convince you of this. But I say to you: . you, 
Mr. President, are a solitary son and Should understand: can one 
attach, if one has on one's territory even an enormous quantity of 
missiles of various effective radiuses and various power, but using only 
these means. Snese missiles are a means of eJsfcessaination and destruction. 
Eat one cannot attack with these missiles, even nuclear missiles of a 
power of 100 megatons because only people, troops, can attack. - Without 
people, any means however powerful cannot be offensive. 

How can one, consequently, give such a completely incorrect inter- 
pretation as you ere now giving, to the effect that same sort of means on 
Cuba are offensive. All the seane located there, and I assure you of 
this, have a defensive character, ere on Cuba solely for the purpose 
of defense, and we have sent then to Cuba at the request of the Cuban 
Goverraaat. You, however, say that these are offensive means. 

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously 12airik that Cuba can 
attack the United States and that„even we together with Cuba can attack 
you from ttie territory of Cuba? Can you really think that way? Bow is 
it possible? We do not understanu this. Has Something so new appeared 
in military strategy that one can think that it Is possible to attack 
thus. I say precisely attack, and not destroy, since barbarians, 
people who have lost tfceir sense, destroy. 

I believe that you have no basis to think tills way. Xou can regard 
us with distrust, but, in any case, you can be calm in this regard, 1aat 
ve are of sound mind and understand perfectly veil that if ve attack 
you, you will respond the same way. But you too will receive the same 
that you hurl against, us. /tod.I.thir* that, ym »l»o understand this. 
tfy convers*;tica"w}th ifci to Vieirt* gt*es *e th<* rtltfit to talk to you 
■Oils way. : '■ 

Eiia indicates that ve are normal people, that ve correctly 
understand and correctly evaluate the situation. Consequently, how 
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can we penal* the incorrect actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunatics 
or suicides, who theaselveo want to perish and to destroy the whole world 
before they die, could do this. He, however, vast to live and do not at 
all vast to destroy your country. We want saaething quite different: 
to ccceete with your country on a peaceful basis. We quarrel with you, we 
have differences on ideolcsicsl questions. But oar view of -toe world 
consists in this, that ideological questions, as well as economic 
probleess, should be solved not by military weans, they wist be solved 
on the basis of peaceful ecapstition, i.e., as this is understood in 
capitalist society,- on **ae basis of ccrepetition. We have proceeded and 
are prccesdins frcsa the S&et that the peaceful co-existence of the two 
different social-political systole* now existing in the world, is 
neeesa&sy, that it is necessary to assuro a stable peace. Hfcat is the 
sor& of principle we hold. 

You have new prcclaised piratical measures, which were earployed in 
the Kiddle Ages, vhen ships proceeding In international waters were 
atfeae^ed, and you have called this B a quarantine" around Cuba. Our 
vessels, apparently, will soon eater the zone which your Havy is 
patrolling. I assure you tkat these vessels, now bound for Cuba, are 
carrying the most innocent peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that 
wo only occuoy ourselves with the carriage of so-called offensive 
weapons, atcskic sad hydrogen bessbs? Although perhaps your military people 
isagine that these (cargoeo) are ecsse sort of special type of weapons 
I assure you that they are the nost ordinary peaceful products. 

Conseouently, Kr. President, let us show good sense. Z assure 
you that on those ships, which are bound for Cuba, there are no weapons 
at all. She weapons which were necessary for the defense of Cuba are 
already there. I do not want to say that there were not any shipments 
of weapons at all. Ko, there were such shipments. But now Cuba has 
already received the necessary scans of defense. 

X don't know whether you can understand me and believe me. But I 
should like to have you believe in yourself and to agree tfcat one 
cannot give way to passions; it is necessary to control then. And in 
what direction are events now developing? If you stop tfce vessels, then, 
as you yourself know, tfcat would be piracy. If we started to do that with 
regard to yesr ships, then you would also be as indi g na nt as wc and the 
whole world are now. One cannot give another interpretation to such 
actions, because one cannot legalise lawlessness. If this were permitted, 
then there would be no peace, there would also be no peaceful co- 
existence. We should then be forced to pub Into effect the necessary 
measures of a defensive character to protect our Interests in accordance 
with intemrfclnral.lav. Why should this be done?. To what would all 
this lead? ' 
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Let us nonnallze relet ions. We have received an appeal from the 
Acting Secretary General of the Uft, U Bjant, with his proposals. I 
have already answered him. His proposals cease to this, that our aide 
should not transport anassjents of any kind to Cuba during a certain 
period of ttes, while cegotiatiaas are being conducted * and ve are 
ready to eater such negotiations - and the other side should not under- 
take any sort of piratical actions against vessels engaged in navigation 
on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable., Shis would be 
a way out of the situation which has been created* which would give 
the peoples the possibility of breathing cals&y. You have asked what 
happened, what evoked the delivery of weapons to Cuba? You have spoken 
about 'this to our Hiaister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you 
frankly; Mr. President, what evoked it. 

We were very grieved by the fact - I spoke about it in Vienna - 
that a landing took place, that en attack on Cuba was committed, as a 
restit of which many Cubans perished. You yourself told me then that 
this had been a mistake. I respected that explanation. You repeated 
it to me several tiaes, pointing out that not evezybody occupying a 
high position would acknowledge his mistakes as you had done. I value 
such frankness. For ay part, I told you that we too possess no less 
courage; we also acknowledged those mistakes which had been committed' 
darios the history of our state, end not only acknowledged, but sharply 
coadssnad them. 

If you. arc really concerned about the peace ani welfare of your 
people, and this is year responsibility as President, as I, as the 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers- am concerned for my people. 
Moreover, the preservation of world peace should be our joint concern, 
since if, under coateizgozory conditions, war ehoeld break out, it would 
be a war not only between the reciprocal claims, but a world wide 
cruel and destructive war. 

Why have we proceeded to assist Cuba with military and economic aid? 
Ins asswer Is: we have proceeded to do so only lor reasons of IranmrttwrtMrtJm. 
At one time, our people Itself had a revolution, when Eussla was still a 
backward country. We were attacked then. We were the target of attack 
by many countries. She USA participated in that adventure. Otis has been 
recorded by participants in the aggression against our oountry. A while 
book has been written about this by General Graves, who, at that tine, 
coassnded the US expeditionary corps. Graves called it "tto American 
Adventure in Siberia". 

We know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how 
difficult it is to : r£xpixti"act a cuuuicy on wsa foundations. We 
sincerely spfEpathlie with Cuba sjod the: Cuban yo^ple, but we are not 
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their life as they themselves wish and that oth -rs shou d not hinder 
them. 

To- once said that the OnUed States was not prepa-in* an invasion. 
B vo° a°so declared that you sympathized «i-.h the Cuban counter- 
revolutionary emigrants, that you support them and would help the. to 
rea-ite the«r ^lans asainst the present government of Cuba. It is also 
21 I sec-et to anvone that the threat of armed attack, agression 
w conSantlv hun F , and continues to hang over Cuba. It was oruy this 
SicSTSaS Tto resoond to the request of the C-ban royernment to 
SrSrtH'iid for the strengthening of the defensive capaciv- of this 
co v ntry» 

If assurances were riven by the President and the government of 
thp v n i> ei stages that the USA itsel ' would not participate in en attack 
on Cuba IdS restrain ^hers fro, action, of this sort : if you 
^cu-d re-all your fleet, this would immediately change everything, 
I ™ rrtlSJS for Fidel Castro, but I think that he and the govern- 
Lnt o?Cu5 evidently, would declare demobilisation and would appeal 
Z the people Wet dSn to peaceful labor. Then, too, the question 
S SaSSs would disappear, since, if there is no threat, then 
arnSnS are a burden for every people. Then, too, the question of 
^destruction, not only of the armaments which y* : call offensive, 
but of all other arraen«its as well, would look different. 

I spoke in the nan* of the Soviet government in the United Nations 
and introduced a proposal for the disbandment of all armies and forth* 
SrtrSSSn of all armaments. How then can I now count on thc*e arma- 
1ZZS Armaments bring only disasters. When one accumulates ^hem, 
this damages the economy, and if one puts them to use, then ^ey 
dStroTplople on both sides. Consequently, only a mad man can believe 
^^armaments are the principal means in the lif e of society No 
thev are sn enforced loes of human energy, and vhat is^ more are for the 
destruction of man himself. If people do not show^ wisdom then in the 
final analysis they will come to a clash, like bland moles, and then 
reciprocal extermination iri.ll begin. 

Let ua therefore show statesmanlike wisdom. I propose: J*** 
our part, will declare that our ships, bound for Cuba, *«1 »* c £g 
any kind of armaments. Ton would declare that the United States will 
S iSade Cuba with its forces and will not support any sort of forces 
Sch might intend to carry out an invasion of Cuba. Then the n^essity 
for ^presence of our military specialists in Cuba would disappear. 
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Mr, President, I appeal ts yen to ueigh well :*hat tho aggressive 
piratical actions, which you have declared the USA intends to carry out 
in international waters, would l°ad to. You yourself know that any 
sensible man simDly cannot agree with this, cannot recognize your right 
to such actions. 

If you did this as the first step towards the unleashing of war, 
well then, it is evident that nothing else is left to us but to accept 
this challenge of yours. If, however, you have not lost your self- 
control and sensibly conceive what this might lead to, then, Mr. 
President, we and you ought not now to pull on the ends of the rope in 
which you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two of 
us pull, the tighter that knot will be tied. And a moment may come when 
thit knot will be tied so tight that even he who tied it will not have 
the strength to untie it, and then it will be necessary to cut that knot, 
and what that would mean is not for me to explain to you, because you 
yourself understand perfectly of what terrible forces our countries 
dispose. 

Consequently, if there is no intention to tighten that knot and 
thereby to 'doom the world to the catastrophe of thermonuclear war, then 
lot us* not only relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope, 
let us take measures to untie that knot. We are ready for this- 

We welcome all forces which stand on positions of peace. 
Consequently, I expressed gratitude to Mr. Bertrand Russell, too, who 
manifests alarm and concern for the fate of the world, and I readily 
responded to the appeal of the Acting Secretary General of the UN, 
U Thant. 

There, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you agreed with 
them, could put an end to that tense situation which is disturbing 
all peoples. 

These thoughts are dictated by a sincere desire to relieve the 
situation, to remove the threat of war. 

Respectfully yours, 


/q/ N. Khrushchev 
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BEGIN TEXT. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT; ..§£■/ 

I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 25. FROM YOUR LETTER, S^ 
I GOT THE FEELING THAT YOU HAVE SOME UNDERSTANDING OF THE •' 
SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED AND (SOME) SENSE OF RESPONSIBI LITYj 
I VALUE THIS. 

NOW WE HAVE ALREADY PUBLICLY EXCHANGED OUR EVALUATIONS OF THE . 
EVENTS AROUND CUBA AND EACH OF US HAS SET FORTH HIS EXPLANATION! 
AND HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THESE EVENTS. CONSEQUENTLY, I WOULD ? 
JUDGE THAT, APPARENTLY, A CONTINUATION OF AN EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS] 
AT SUCH A DISTANCE, EVEN IN THE FORM OF SECRET LETTERS, •--* *** 
WILL HARDLY ADD ANYTHING TO THAT WHICH ONE SIDE HAS ALREADY/ 
SAID TO THE OTHER. 
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-2- 1101, OCTOBER 26, f PM (SECTION ONE OF FOUR) FROM MOSCOW 

I THINK YOU WILL UNDERSTAND ME CORRECTLY IF YOU ARE REALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE WORLD. EVERYONE NEEDS 
PEACE- BOTH CAPITALISTS, IF THEY HAVE NOT LOST THEIR REASON,/ AND|| 
ST ILL 'MORE, COMMUNISTS, PEOPLE WHO KNOW HOW TO VALUE NOT ONLY f^ 
THEIR OWN LIVES BUT, MORE THAN ANYTHING, THE LIVES OF THE . \ \ 
PEOPLES. WE, COMMUNISTS, ARE AGAINST ALL WARS BETWEEN STATES:.; 
IN GENERAL AND HAVE BEEN DEFENDING THE CAUSE OF PEACE SINCE *•/ 
WE CAME INTO THE WORLD. WE HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED WAR AS k,';).'i\ 
CALAMITY, AND NOT AS A GAME NOR AS A MEANS FOR THE ATTA I NMENT )$M 
OF DEFINITE GOALS, NOR, ALL THE MORE, AS A GOAL IN ITSELF. \^||jr 
OUR GOALS ARE CLEAR, AND THE MEANS TO ATTAIN THEM IS LABORi^ 
WAR IS OUR ENEMY AND A CALAMITY FOR ALL THE PEOPLES, ;y : j 

IT IS THUS THAT WE, SOVIET PEOPLE, AND, TOGETHER WITH US,"".;; 
OTHER PEOPLES AS WELL, UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS OF WAR AND - 
PEACE. I CAN, IN ANY CASE, FIRMLY SAY THIS FOR THE PEOPLES;/. 
OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS FOR ALL PROGRESSIVE, I 
PEOPLE WHO WANT PEACE, HAPPINESS, AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG PEOPLES.;f|g 

I SEE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOU TOO ARE JpT DEVOID OF A SENSE 
OF ANXIETY FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD, UEGN UNDERSTANDING, ,, 
AND OF WHAT WAR ENTAILS. WHAT WOULD A WAR GIVE YOU? YOU ARE'; 
THREATENING US WITH WAR. BUT YOU WELL KNOW THAT THE VERY' < 
LEAST WHICH YOU WOULD RECEIVE IN REPLY WOULD BE THAT YOU WOULD ;|g 
EXPERIENCE THE SAME CONSEQUENCES AS THOSE WHICH YOU SENT.US^'.c" 
AND THAT MUST BE CLEAR TO US, PEOPLE INVESTED WITH AUTHORITY,'/ 
TRUST, AND RESPONSIBILITY. WE MUST NOT SUCCUMB TO INTOXICATION^ 
AND PETTY PASSIONS, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ELECTIONS ARE ' ""' ?$%& 
IMPENDING IN THIS OR THAT COUNTRY, OR NOT IMPENDING. THESE.;; 
ARE ALL TRANSIENT THINGS, BUT IF INDEED WAR SHOULD BREAK OUT, -'--3 
THEN IT WOULD NOT BE IN OUR POWER TO STOP IT, FOR SUCH IS -.< : "** 
THE LOGIC OF WAR. I HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TWO WARS AND KNOW ' 
THAT WAR ENDS WHEN IT HAS ROLLED THROUGH CITIES AND VILLAGES, 
EVERYWHERE SOWING DEATH AND DESTRICTI0N 4 ' '>' 


J 
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IN THE NAME OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND THE SOVIET PEOPLE, ; 
I ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR CONCLUSIONS REGARDING OFFENSIVE _ 
WEAPONS ON CUBA ARE GROUNDLESS. IT IS APPARENT FROM WHAT YOU £ 
HAVE WRITTEN ME THAT OUR CONCEPTIONS ARE DIFFERENT ON THIS'^ 
SCORE, OR RATHER, WE HAVE DIFFERENT ESTIMATES OF THESE ORJHOSE;ff 
MILITARY MEANS« INDEED, IN REALITY, THE SAME FORMS OF. WEAPONS2*J5 
CAN HAVE DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS. "fy^"' 

YOU ARE A MILITARY MAN AND, I HOPE, WILL UNDERSTAND ME. LET* *- ' 
US TAKE FOR* EXAMPLE A SIMPLE CANNON. WHAT SORT OF MEANS IS t , C 
THIS: OFFENSIVE OR DEFENSIVE? A CANNON IS A DEFENSIVE MEANS iF\ ;: 
IT IS SET UP TO DEFEND BOUNDARIES OR A FORTIFIED AREA. BUT - 
IF ONE -CONCENTRATES ARTILLERY, AND ADDS TO IT THE NECESSARY .>;..}■ 
NUMBER OF TROOPS, THEN THE SAME CANNONS DO BECOME AN OFFENSIVE I: 
MEANS, BECAUSE THEY PREPARE AND CLEAR THE WAY FOR INFANTRY>£^ 
-TO ATTACK. THE SAME HAPPENS WITH MISSILE-NUCLEAR WEAPONS ASj.-£|§ 
WELL, WITH ANY TYPE OF THIS WEAPON, ,'^%l 

YOU ARE MISTAKEN IF YOU THINK THAT ANY OF OUR MEANS ON CUBA ';'. ' 
ARE OFFENSIVE. HOWEVER, LET US NOT QUARREL NOW. IT IS APPARENT ; 
THAT I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONVINCE YOU OF THIS. BUT I SAY ' 
TO YOU: YOU, MR, PRESIDENT, ARE A MILITARY MAN AND SHOULD '',/"' ; 
UNDERSTAND; CAN ONE ATTACK, IF ONE HAS ON ONE«S TERRITORY " * 
EVEN AN ENORMOUS QUANTITY OF MISSILES OF VARIOUS EFFECTIVE 
RADIUSES AND VARIOUS POWER, BUT USING ONLY THESE MEANS. • ' 
THESE MISSILES ARE A MEANS OF EXTERMINATION AND DESTRUCTION. * -vj 
BUT ONE CANNOT ATTACK WITH THESE MISSILES, EVEN NUCLEAR MISSILES^ 
OF A POWER OF 100 MEGATONS BECAUSE ONLY PEOPLE, TROOPS, ,. " 6i 
CAN ATTACK. WITHOUT PEOPLE, ANY MEANS HOWEVER POWERFUL CANNOTjr ;;.d 
BE OFFENSIVE. ' "' ',.'] 


HOW CAN ONE, CONSEQUENTLY, GIVE SUCH A COMPLETELY INCORRECT' •" -. 

INTERPRETATION AS YOU ARE NOW GIVING, TO THE EFFECT THAT SOME 

SORT OF MEANS ON CUBA ARE OFFENSIVE. ALL THE MEANS LOCATED THERE," /j 
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AND I ASSURE YOU OF THIS, HAVE A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER ARE 
ON CUBA SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEFENSE, AND WE HAVE SENf^ 
THEM TO CUBA AT THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT. YOU ' i 
HOWEVER, SAY THAT THESE ARE OFFENSIVE MEANS. S ;% 

■ • ■ ■ ' i : i% <MM$$ 

KOHLER "l^iSSt 
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BUT, MR. PRESIDENT, DO YOU REALLY SERIOUSLY THINK THAT CUBA CAN 
ATTACK THE UNITED STATES AND THAT EVEN WE TOGETHER WITH CUBA 
CAN ATTACK YOU FROM THE TERRITORY OF CUBA? CAN YOU REALLY THINK 
THAT WAY? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE? WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS. 
HAS SOMETHING SO NEW APPEARED IN MILITARY STRATEGY THAT ONE 
CAN THINK THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO ATTACK THUS. 1 SAY PRECISELY , 
ATTACK, AND NOT DESTROY, SINCE BARBARIANS, PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
LOST THEIR SENSE, DESTROY, "£-l$ 

I BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE NO BASIS TO THINK THIS WAY. YOU ' , . ]"■ 
CAN REGARD US WITH DISTRUST, BUT, IN ANY CASE, YOU CAN BE CALM:-;; 

IN THIS REGARD, THAT WE ARE OF SOUND MIND AND UNDERSTAND PERFECT^ 
WELL THAT IF WE ATTACK YOU, YOU WILL RESPOND THE SAME WAY. ' .' ' .*"" 
BUT YOU TOO WILL RECEIVE "IHE SAME THAT YOU HURL AGAINST US. 
AND I THINK THAT YOU ALSO UNDERSTAND THIS. MY CONVERSATION WITH 1 ' 
YOU IN VIENNA GIVES ME THE RIGHT TO TALK TO YOU THIS WAY. * ,'^ it 

THIS INDICATES THAT WE ARE NORMAL PEOPLE, THAT WE CORRECTLY /y<l\ 
UNDERSTAND AND CORRECTLY EVALUATE THE SITUATION. CONSEQUENTLY, - 
HOW CAN WE PERMIT THE INCORRECT ACTIONS WHICH YOU ASCRIBE TO ",' 
US? ONLY LUNATICS OR SUICIDES, WHO THEMSELVES WANT. TO PERISH : 
AND TO DESTROY THE WHOLE WORLD BEFORE THEY DIE, COULD DO THIS, * 
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WE, HOWEVER, WANT TO LIVE AND DO NOT AT ALL WANT TO DESTROY 
COUNTRY. WE WANT SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENT; TO COMPETE WITH ' 
YOUR COUNTRY ON A PEACEFUL BASIS. WE QUARREL WITH YOU/ ? WE^! 
HAVE DIFFERENCES ON IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. BUT OUR VIEW OF^THi 
WORLD CONSISTS IN THIS, THAT IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, AS WELL 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, SHOULD BE SOLVED NOT BY M I L I TARY MEANS, ; ?THEY] 
MUST BE SOLVED ON THE BASIS OF PEACEFUL COMPETITION, I.E.,' 1 ': 
AS THIS IS UNDERSTOOD IN CAPITALIST SOCIETY, ON THE BASIS Gf{ 
COMPETITION. WE HAVE PROCEEDED AND ARE PROCEEDING FROM THE >■' 
FACT THAT THE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE OF THE TWO DIFFERENT" 
SOCIAL-POLITICAL SYSTEMS, NOW EXISTING IN THE WORLD, IS 
NECESSARY, THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE A STABLE PEACE. 7 
THAT IS THE SORT OF PRINCIPLE WE HOLD. 

YOU HAVE NOW PROCLAIMED PIRATICAL MEASURES, WHICH WERE EMPLOYED^ 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES, WHEN SHIPS PROCEEDING IN INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS WERE ATTACKED, AND YOU HAVE- CALLED THIS "A QUARANTINE" *J' 
AROUND CUBA. OUR VESSELS, APPARENTLY, WILL SOON ENTER THE ZONE 'i 
WHICH YOLRNAVY IS PATROLLING. I ASSURE YOU THAT THESE VESSELS,^ 
NOW BOUND FOR CUBA, ARE CARRYING THE MOST INNOCENT PEACEFUL '7 
CARGOES. DO YOU REALLY THINK THAT WE ONLY OCCUPY OURSELVES 'Tjj 
WITH THE CARRIAGE OF SO-CALLED OFFENSIVE WEAPONS, ATOMIC ■ ' ''A 
AND HYDROGEN BOMBS? ALTHOUGH PERHAPS YOUR MILITARY PEOPLE IMAGifl 
THAT THESE (CARGOES) ARE SOME SORT OF SPECIAL TYPE OF 
WEAPON, I ASSURE YOU THAT THEY ARE THE MOST ORDINARY PEACEFUL M 
PRODUCTS. . '■:;$ 

t . . i |f 

CONSEQUENTLY, MR. PRESIDENT, LET US SHOW GOOD SENSE. I ASSURE I 
YOU THAT ON THOSE SHIPS, WHICH ARE BOUND FOR CUBA, THERE ARE NO. 
WEAPONS AT ALL. THE WEAPONS WHICH WERE NECESSARY FOR THE DEFENSE^ 
OF CUBA ARE ALREADY THERE. I DO NOT WANT TO SAY THAT THERE WERE-7 
NOT ANY SHIPMENTS OF WEAPONS AT ALL. NO, THERE WERE SUCH SHIPMENT^ 
BUT NOW CUBA HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE NECESSARY MEANS OF DEFENSE^ 


I DONtT KNOW WHETHER YOU CAN UNDCRSTAND ME AND BELIEVE ME. 

BUT I SHOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU BELIEVE IN YOURSELF AND TO AGREE? 

THAT ONE CANNOT GIVE WAY TO PASSIONS; IT IS NECESSARY TO C0NTr6| 

s&yiEi 


y 
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THEM. AND IN WHAT DIRECTION ARE EVENTS NOW DEVELOPING? IF^YOU STOI 
THE VESSELS, THEN, AS YOU YOURSELF KNOW, THAT WOULD BE PIRACY-;^' 
IF WE STARTED TO DO THAT WITH REGARD TO YOUR SHIPS. THEN -YOUl^l 
WOULD ALSO BE AS INDIGNANT AS WE AND THE WHOLE WORLD NOW ARE ; • 1 
ONE CANNOT GIVE ANOTHER INTERPRETATION TO SUCH ACTIONS, BECAUSE^ 
ONE CANNOT LEGALIZE LAWLESSNESS. IF THIS WERE PERMITTED, VU ' ** 
THEN THERE WOULD BE NO PEACE, THERE WOULD ALSO BE NO PEACEFUL '• 
COEXISTENCE. WE SHOULD THEN BE FORCED TO PUT INTO EFFECT THE «! 
NECESSARY MEASURES OF A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER TO PROTECT OUR 
INTERESTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. WHY SHOULD THI II 
BE DONE? TO WHAT WOULD ALL THIS LEAD? 

KOHLER 
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rul ^T^ MAUZE RELAT|0N S. WE HAVE RECEIVED AN APPEAL FROM •■ 
THE ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN, U THANT WITH ms ppn'^ 

int. UIHER SIDE SHOULD NOT UNDERTAKE ANY "SORT nr didat.J. " '" 
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MISTAKES AS YOU HAD DONE. I VALUE SUCH FRANKNESS. FOR MY . 
PART, I TOLD YOU THAT WE TOO POSSESS NO LESS COURAGE; : [ '•'. 
WE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THOSE MISTAKES WHICH HAD BEEN COMMITTED 
DURING THE HISTORY OF OUR STATE, AND NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED,^ 
BUT SHARPLY CONDEMNED THEM. 

IF YOU ARE REALLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PEACE AND WELFARE OF' ' 
YOUR PEOPLE, AND THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS PRESIDENT, ';' 
THEN I, AS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, ; 
AM CONCERNED FOR MY PEOPLE. MOREOVER, THE PRESERVATION 0F : WORLD] 
PEACE SHOULD BE OUR JOINT CONCERN, SINCE IF, UNDER CONTEMPORARY] 
CONDITIONS, WAR SHOULD BREAK OUT, IT WOULD BE A WAR NOT ONLY, /.' 
BETWEEN THE RECIPROCAL CLAIMS, BUT A WORLD WIDE CRUEL AND , ,G| 
DESTRUCTIVE WAR. : 

WHY HAVE WE PROCEEDED TO ASSIST CUBA WITH MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC AID? THE ANSWER IS: WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO DO SO ONLY' ' 
FOR REASONS OF HUMAN I TAR I AN ISM. AT ONE TIME, OUR PEOPLE ITSELF; 
HAD A REVOLUTION, WHEN RUSSIA WAS STILL A BACKWARD COUNTRY. . 
WE WERE ATTACKED THEN. WE WERE THE TARGET OF ATTACK BY MANY-';? 
COUNTRIES. THE USA PARTICIPATED IN THAT ADVENTURE. THIS HAS;| 
BEEN RECORDED BY PARTICIPANTS IN THE AGGRESSION AGAINST OUR ^ 
COUNTRY. A WHOLE BOOK HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT THIS BY GENERAL 
GRAVES, WHO, AT THAT TIME, COMMANDED THE US EXPEDITIONARY.-;'/ 
CORPS. GRAVES CALLED IT "THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE IN SIBERIA.^: 



we know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and. how [ 
f i cult it is to reconstruct a country on new foundations. we ".'< 
-.sincerely sympathize with cuba and the cuban people, but we ( are$ 
'Interfering in questions of domestic structure, we are ; - .. '" " '"* 
not interfering in their affairs. the soviet union desires ',7 
to help the cubans build their life as they themselves wish;! 
and that others should not hinder them. 

you once said that the united states was not preparing an 7^ 

INVASION. BUT YOU ALSO DECLARED THAT YOU SYMPATHIZED WITH : ^ f ^ 
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THE CUBAN COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY EMIGRANTS, THAT YOU SUPPORT? 
THEM AND WOULD HELP THEM TO REALIZE THEIR PLANS, AGAINST THE • 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF CUBA, IT IS ALSO NOT A SECRET TO ANYONE Jj 
THAT THE THREAT OF ARMED ATTACK, AGGRESSION, HAS CONSTANTLY * 
'HUNG, AND CONTINUES TO HANG OVER CUBA, IT WAS ONLY THIS WHIClfi 
IMPELLED US TO RESPOND TO THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT! 
TO FURNISH ST AID FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE DEFENSIVE CAPAcH 
OF THIS COUNTRY. 

IF ASSURANCES WERE GIVEN BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE GOVERNMENT^ 
OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE USA ITSELF WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE! 
IN AN ATTACK ON CUBA AND WOULD RESTRAIN OTHERS FROM ACTIONS " 
OF THIS SORT, IF YOU WOULD RECALL YOUR FLEET, THIS WOULD '-■ ; t ; 
IMMEDIATELY CHANGE EVERYTHING. I AM NOT SPEAKING FOR FIDEL-k* 
CASTRO, BUT I THINK THAT HE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA. .^ € 
EVIDENTLY, WOULD DECLARE DEMOBILIZATION AND WOULD APPEAL TO 
THE PEOPLE TO GET DOWN TO PEACEFUL LABOR. THEN, TOO, THE 
QUESTION OF ARMAMENTS WOULD DISAPPEAR, SINCE, IF THERE IS NO "'■. 
THREAT, THEN ARMAMENTS ARE A BURDEN FOR EVERY PEOPLE. THEN, > 
TOO, THE QUESTION OF THE DESTRUCTION, NOT ONLY OF THE' ARMAMENTS! 

WHICH YOU CALL OFFENSIVE, BUT OF ALL OTHER ARMAMENTS AS ■ * 

WELL, WOULD LOOK DIFFERENT. ,.-.■--£ 

I SPOKE IN THE NAME OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED^lM 
NATIONS AND INTRODUCED A PROPOSAL FOR THE DISBANDMENT OF ALL'^I 
ARMIES AND FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL ARMAMENTS. HOW THEN tt Aff 
I NOW COUNT ON THOSE ARMAMENTS? ' . . 

KOHLER < 
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ARMAMENTS BRING ONLY DISASTERS. WHEN ONE ACCUMULATES THEM, >' ; 
THIS DAMAGES THE ECONOMY, AND IF ONE PUTS THEM TO USE, -. 
THEN THEY DESTROY PEOPLE ON BOTH SIDES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY 
A MADMAN CAN BELIEVE THAT ARMAMENTS ARE THE PRINCIPAL MEANS j 
IN THE LIFE OF SOCIETY. NO, THEY ARE AN ENFORCED LOSS OF ..*J 
HUMAN ENERGY, AND WHAT IS MORE ARE FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF MAN'! 
HIMSELF. IF PEOPLE DO NOT SHOW WISDOM, THEN IN THE FINAL?; ',. 
ANALYSIS THEY WILL COME TO A CLASH, LIKE BLIND MOLES, .VQ 
AND THEN RECIPROCAL EXTERMINATION WILL BEGIN, . ;# 

LET US. THEREFORE SHOW STATESMANLIKE WISDOM. I PROPOSE: WE, : ' 
FOR OUR PART, WILL DECLARE THAT OUR SHIPS, BOUND FOR CUBA,V< 
WILL NOT CARRY ANY KIND OF ARMAMENTS. YOU WOULD DECLARE, ;THATJy 
THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT INVADE CUBA WITH ITS FORCES AND Wl LI? 
NOT SUPPORT ANY SORT OF FORCES WHICH MIGHT INTEND TO CARRY'. '" " 
OUT AN INVASION OF CUBA. THEN THE NECESSITY FOR THE PRESENCE* 
OF OUR MILITARY SPECIALISTS IN CUBA WOULD DISAPPEAR. ><4^\ 

MR. PRESIDENT, I APPEAL TO YOU TO WEIGH WELL WHAT THE AGGRESS! V 
PIRATICAL ACTIONS, WHICH YOU HAVE DECLARED THE USA iNTENDSy. * 
TO CARRY OUT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, WOULD LEAD TO. YOU .YOURSEiE! 
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KNOW THAT ANY SENSIBLE MAN SIMPLY CANNOT AGREE WITH THIS 
CANNOT RECOGNIZE YOUR RIGHT TO SUCH ACTIONS. V 

IF YOU DID THIS AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE UNLEASHING OF ; 
WAR, WELL THEN, IT IS EVIDENT THAT NOTHING ELSE IS LEFT TO US ''' '" 
BUT TO ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE OF YOURS. IF, HOWEVER. YOU HAVE > 
NOT LOST YOUR SELF-CONTROL AND SENSIBLY CONCEIVE WHAT THIS — 
MIGHT LEAD TO, THEN, MR. PRESIDENT, WE AND YOU AUGHT NOT ' i 
NOW TO PULL ON THE ENDS OF THE ROPE IN WHICH YOU HAVE TIED: " 
THE KNOT OF WAR, BECAUSE THE MORE THE TWO OF US PULL THE ■''"- * 
TIGHTER THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED. AND A MOMENT MAY COME WHEN 
THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED SO TIGHT THAT EVEN HE WHO TIED 
IT WILL NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH TO UNTIE IT. AND THEN IT WILL ; - 
BE NECESSARY TO CUT THAT KNOT. AND WHAT THAT WOULD MEAN IS 
NOT FOR ME TO EXPLAIN TO YOU, BECAUSE YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND ^ 
PERFECTLY OF WHAT TERRIBLE FORCES OUR COUNTRIES DISPOSE. - 

CONSEQUENTLY, IF THERE IS NO INTENTION TO TIGHTEN THAT KNOT AND ' * 
u T T ? 00M ™ E W ° RLD T0 THE CATASTROPHE OF THERMONUCLEAR WARpS 
THEN LET US NOT ONLY RELAX THE FORCES PULLING ON THE ENDS OF THE, 
ROPE, LET US TAKE MEASURES TO UNTIE THAT KNOT. WE ARE READY - 
FOR THIS. / - '■■- '■ '"■"■'■;■ 

WE WELCOME ALL FORCES WHICH STAND ON POSITIONS OF PEACE "' 2 
Tnn SE wu^ TLY ' ' EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO MR. BERTRAND RUSSELL. - ' I 
TOO, WHO MANIFESTS ALARM AND CONCERN FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD&& 
AND I R EA D, LY RESPONDED TO THE APPEAL OF THE ACTING SECRETARY^-^ 
GENERAL OF THE UN, U THANT. , _■,* 


THERE, MR. PRESIDENT, ARE MY THOUGHTS, WHICH, IF YOU AGREED'^ 
WITH THEM, COULD PUT AN END TO THAT TENSE SITUATION WHICH IS '■■ 
DISTURBING ALL PEOPLES. , '^ 

^TM^!n° UGHTS ARE D,CTATED B Y A SINCERE DESIRE TO RELIEVE THE-'; 
SITUATION, TO REMOVE THE THREAT OF WAR. ! ?£f 
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RESPECTFULLY YOURS, :S f§| 

/S/ N. KHRUSHCHEV v . 

OCTOBER 26, 1962. END TEXT 

ORIGINAL OF LETTER BEING AIR POUCHED TODAY UNDER TRANSMITTAL " 

SLIP TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT. ■ -i 
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